Mission of Muslim Ummah
and Our Priorities



Introduction

This is the month of Ibrahim AS.
Our Friends and Relatives are completing their Hajj.
This is the month of commemoration of sacrifice offered by Ibrahim AS.

We link our faith back to Ibrahim AS who represents the fountainhead of all the
revealed/ monotheistic religions of modern times.

So let us start with Ibrahim AS and see what we learn from him for our times.

There are many facets but we are going to focus on speaking out against social
evils.



Struggles of Ibrahim AS

Looking at stars, moon, and sun and rejecting them as divine. a-anam (the cattie) - 6:74-78
Arguments with the King.ar-sagara (The cow) - 2:258

Asking Allah to show him how he will bring life from Death.ai-Bagara (The cow) - 2:260
Destroying Idols.ar-anbiya (The prophets) - 21:58

Being thrown in the fire, and fire cooling down.ai-anbiya (The Prophets) - 21:69

Leaving son and wife in Makkah desert.ibrahim (abraham) - 14:37

Asked to sacrifice his son. as-saffat (The Rangers) - 37:102

Old vs young. Don't dwell in the past. Learn from the past to plan the present and the future,


http://www.islamicity.org/Quransearch/action.lasso.asp?-database=Quran&-Table=tblMasterTranslit&-Response=Sreply1.asp&-Error=SReply1.asp&-MaxRecords=300&-token=Asad,%7C%7C%3Cta%3Etrue%3C/ta%3E%3Ctt%3Etrue%3C/tt%3E%3Cts%3Etrue%3C/ts%3E%3Cdc%3Efalse%3C/dc%3E%3Ctx%3Etrue%3C/tx%3E%3Cal%3Etrue%3C/al%3E&-op=eq&chapter=21&-sortorder=Ascend&-sortfield=Verse&-Search#21_69

Mission of Muslim Ummah

Al-Hajj (The Pilgrimage) - 22:78
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78. And strive for Allah, with the striving due to Him. He has chosen you, and has not burdened you in
religion—the faith of your father Abraham. It is he who named you Muslims before, and in this. So that the
Messenger may be a withess over you, and you may be witnesses over the people. So pray regularly, and give
regular charity, and hold fast to Allah. He is your Protector. What an excellent Protector, and what an excellent
Helper.



Allah says that He has given this name 'so that you
become withesses to humankind.’

Witnesses by words and deeds.

Witnesses to Allah, not to any nationality or culture,
witnesses not to any race or color, withess not for
any worldly gains, but witnesses only to Allah for the
good of everyone.



We are reminded, 'So pray regularly, give regular
charity.’

Our prayer and charity is not occasional or whenever
we feel and whatever way we like.

We should make Salat the way Allah wants us to
make Salat and we should give Zakat the way Allah
wants us to give Zakat, according to the Sunnah of
His Prophet.



Finally, we are told, ‘Hold to Allah;

‘Holding on to the rope of Allah’ and ‘Holding on to Allah.” Both of them are
important and there is a fine difference between them.

‘Holding on to the rope of Allah’ is holding on to the guidance of Allah,

strictly following and obeying His commands. This is related to method, to
approach and to learning.

‘Holding to Allah’ is trusting Allah, His help, His power, His closeness and
His love. ‘Holding to Allah’ is personal, experiential. It is not just intellectual
learning but it is spiritual living. As believers we should do both: hold to the
guidance of Allah and hold to the love of Allah.



He is your Protector, the excellent Protector and the
excellent Helper.” Allah is our ‘mawla.” He is our
Protector, our Guardian, our Master and our Friend. He
is the most excellent ‘Mawla’” and the most excellent

‘Nasir.”’

We pray to Allah that we follow this mission of faith and
goodness in our lives and bring goodness to the world.
Ameen.



What's our Mission in Modern Times.

It is Time for Action.

Living in strange times. Everything America stands for is going down the drain.
There is open racism, immorality, injustice, and so on. What we as Muslim to do.

Learn from the life of Abrahim AS.

There is both amr bil Maroof and Nahi anil Munkar. We sometimes only
concentrate on calling to good as it is easier to do and ignore the second part.
Which is forbidding evil. That’s the point we are going to cover today.



Not Forbidding Evil

Al-Anfal (The Spoils of War) - 8:25
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And be afraid of a trial which if it were to fall upon you would certalnly
not fall exclusively upon the evildoers among you but would encompass
them and others and the way to guard against it is to renounce that
evil which necessarily results in precipitating it; and know that Allah is
severe in retribution against those who oppose Him.

So, if we stay silent, the punishment falls on all. If we do not preach advise, enjoin
good, forbid evil, the curse of Allah can fall upon us.



Best of Nations

Al-Imran (The Family of Imran) - 3:110
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You are the best community brought forth for men according to Allah’s knowledge, enjoining good and

and forbidding evil, and believing in Allah. Had the People of the Scripture believed it, their belief would
have been better for them; some of them are believers but most of them the disbelievers and are wicked



Allah’s Challenge to Rise

Al-Imran (The Family of Imran) - 3:104
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Let there be a community among you calling to good and enjoining decency and forbidding indecency; those that call
.are the successful victorious ones

what is mentioned is a collective obligation fard kifaya and is not incumbent upon every individual of the community.

But everyone should use their skills and capacity to speak out



Muslims are Protectors of Each Other

As long as we stay on this mission, we will protect each other.

At-Tauba (The Repentance) - 9:71
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And the believers both men and women are allies of one another; they enjoin
decency and forbid indecency; they observe prayer and pay the alms and they
obey Allah and His Messenger. Those Allah will have mercy on them. Truly Allah
is Mighty nothing can prevent Him from fulfilling His promise and His threat;

Wise He puts everything in its proper place.

This is one approach to take. At least work among ourselves and save
us, our families and those around us.



Don’t Be Silent

All these ayahs are telling us to speakout when evil is spreading.
Famous Hadith
Abu Saeed Al-Khudri reported that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said:

“Anyone of you who sees a vice must change it with his hand, and if he
cannot,then with his tongue, but if we cannot, then with his heart, and that is the
weakest of Iman.” (Muslim)

Let us not resort to the lowest level of Adh’aful Iman.

If you want to enjoy the bounties of this nations, take part in the democratic
process. Some don’t want to, they should not be living here.



Doing good deeds. Shifa Clinics. Harvey. Need to do more.

One way to follow Ibrahim AS. He was thankful for his blessing.
An-Nahl 121 . 4ex3Y) SLS

The current administration is giving us plenty of opportunities to speakout. The
most recent being the inhuman practice of separating children from their families.

Let us not speak only when Muslims are involved. Many communities supported
us against the infamous Muslim Ban. Let us join hands on causes we agree with
to support the disadvantaged. Because what afflicts another community, can
reach you tomorrow and vice versa.



No Justice Without Being Just

The Prophet exemplified that one cannot practice justice and dispense equity if
one is unable to respect the dignity of others. Not being able to stand up or not
being willing to stand up to defend the rights of others when they are violated only
brings danger to our survival.

Listen to a poem written by a Christian pastor at the time of Nazi Germany:
"First they came for the Communists, and | didn't speak up, because | wasn't a
Communist. Then they came for the Jews, and | didn't speak up, because | wasn't
a Jew. Then they came for the Catholics, and | didn't speak up, because | was a
Protestant. Then they came for me, and by that time there was no one left to
speak up for me" (Pastor Niemoller).



Bani Israel

Let us not become like Bani Israel, whose behavior Prophet (PBUH) warned us
against.

It was narrated by Ibn Mas’ood that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: “The first
deficiency noticed in the children of Israel was that the person used to meet his
fellow being and say to him, O you! Fear Allah and shun from doing bad deeds
because they have been prohibited onto you. Then he would see him the other
day but does not tell him to stop evil and immortality. He would rather be his close
friend in eating, drinking, and sitting. As a consequence of this, Allah has scattered
them in the land and cursed them.” (Dawud and Tirmidhi)

Think about it for a moment. Aren’t we doing the same. What was abhorent
yesterday, has become the norm.



The Prophet's Mission and Ours: Justice for All

The Prophet's call was for the religious, social and political
liberation for all people not just Muslims, not just people of his own
tribe, not just for rich and powerful but for all people. The Prophet
said, "The best among you is the best toward people." When we
remain silent in the face of justice, we are far removed from the one

who is The Just (Al-Adl) i.e. Allah.



How to Save Yourself

Al-A'raf (The Heights) - 7:164-5
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Regarding Bani Israel fishing on prohibited days, A community among them who neither fished nor
prohibited it said to those who prohibited it ‘Why do you preach to the folks whom Allah is about to destroy,
or chastise with a severe punishment?’ They said, our preaching to them is an excuse ourselves before our
Lord, lest we are made responsible for failing to prohibit them in any way; And when they overlooked that
which they had been reminded, We delivered those who forbade evil, and seized those who did wrong
through transgression with a grievous terrible punishment for their wickedness.

So if you want to be saved, we need to keep raising our voices against societal
evils, whatever they may be.



Don’t Stay Quiet

Al-Baqgara (The Cow) - 2:143
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We appointed you a balanced nation that you might be witnesses to the
people on the Day of Resurrection, that their messengers delivered the
Message to them; and that the Messenger might be a witness to you
that he delivered the Message to you.

We can not be quiet just to keep peace. We are a moderate nation.



Evils Could be Among Us

Sometimes the vices are not outside, these are among us.
Rumors, backbiting, derogatory nicknames, accusation, jealousy and so on.
Always offer your advice, suggestions, comments, and help.

Take the initiative but with mercy, love and compassion.



What Happens When Calamity Falls

If you experience this, then:

Al-Mu'minun (The Believers) - 23:93-94
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(Say) O Muhammad: (My Lord!) O my Lord! (If You should show me
that which they are promised) of punishment, (My Lord! then set me
not among the wrong-doing folk), do not place me with the disbelieving
people



The Need for a Social Ethic

People who claim to be God Conscious are themselves staying quiet in the face of

immorality.

Religious consciousness is not possible without a social ethic. To be a person of
faith requires that we be immersed to working for social justice and social good.
Prophet Ibrahim/Muhammad did not just immerse himself in dhikr. To the contrary
he served Allah by serving his fellow human beings.



Speaking out in Political Arena is an Example of Speaking for Justice

If we perceive that our faith, our way of life, our ability to worship freely or gather
without any fear is under threat then we have the right, rather the obligation to
raise our voices and explore peaceful means of overcoming this difficulty. If these
problems are the result of government policies, then also we have the right, rather
the obligation, to go out and engage ourselves in the process to address the
situation.



Extra Slides



Dialogue with Allah and Observation

Al-Baqgara (The Cow) - 2:260
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260. And when Abraham said, “My Lord, show me how You give life to the dead.” He said, “Have you not
believed?” He said, “Yes, but to put my heart at ease.” He said, “Take four birds, and incline them to yourself, then
place a part on each hill, then call to them; and they will come rushing to you. And know that Allah is Powerful and
Wise.”



Ibrahim’s Observation

Al-An'am (The Cattle) - 6:75-78
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75. Thus We showed Abraham the empire of the heavens and the earth, that he might be one of those with
certainty.

76. When the night fell over him, he saw a planet. He said, “This is my lord.” But when it set, he said, “| do not love
those that set.”

77. Then, when he saw the moon rising, he said, “This is my lord.” But when it set, he said, “If my Lord does not
guide me, | will be one of the erring people.”

78. Then, when he saw the sun rising, he said, “This is my lord, this is bigger.” But when it set, he said, “O my
people, | am innocent of your idolatry.

79. | have directed my attention towards Him Who created the heavens and the earth—a monotheist—and | am not
of the idolaters.”



Construction of Ka’aba

Al-Bagara (The Cow) - 2:127-128
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127. As Abraham raises the foundations of the House, together with Ishmael, “Our Lord, accept it from us, You are

the Hearer, the Knower.

128. Our Lord, and make us submissive to You, and from our descendants a community submissive to You. And s



Arguments with the King

Al-Baqgara (The Cow) - 2:258
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258. Have you not considered him who argued with Abraham about his Lord, because Allah had given him
sovereignty? Abraham said, “My Lord is He who gives life and causes death.” He said, “I give life and cause

death.” Abraham said, “Allah brings the sun from the East, so bring it from the West,” so the blasphemer was
confounded. Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people.



